Smith: Rupture of the Casarean Section Scar Secondly, a continuous suture is unsuitable for holding the wall of the uterus in close apposition because the uterus is involuting at the rate of over half an inch in twenty-four hours. Hence a 5-in. uterine incision is only 3 in. long on the fourth day and therefore any continuous suture must become slack and incapable of holding the uterine wall closely together. This applies to some extent to the use of mattress sutures. As the uterus is diminishing so rapidly in size, the interrupted sutures must be tied much more tightly than is usual in other surgical procedures, otherwise they will become loose in a few days. The rhythmic contractions and relaxations of the uterus will accentuate this tendency.
It would seem, therefore, on theoretical grounds that a weak scar is particularly likely to occur (1) with catgut, and (2) when continuous sutures are employed, and conversely, a strong scar should result when a non-absorbable interrupted suture is employed.
My personal experience is of seventy cases of Caesarean section. Of these, eight were Caesarean hysterectomies, leaving sixty-two cases in which the scar might yield. None were sterilized. In every case I have used interrupted sutures of silk or linen thread. I have never seen or heard of any yielding of the scar in any of these cases. Of the sixtytwo cases seven had mnore than one Caesarean operation-two patients having Coesarean section performed three times, and five on two occasions. In each case the scar was sound and in only one was the scar very easily noticeable. In addition to these, several cases have come to my knowledge where patients have had normal or forceps deliveries after Caesarean sections for eclampsia or placenta praevia, and in no case has there been symptoms or signs of rupture. In one case of C(esarean section for eclampsia -in two successive pregnancies the scar was not found to be weakened when seen at the second operation. This shows that toxaemia does not necessarily cause imperfect uterine union.
Dr. LAPTHORN SMITH.
I should like to say a few encouraging words on the success attending Caesarean section. I fear lest the figures given may unduly depress the younger members present. With regard to the suture material, Pagenstecher's celluloid linen thread seems to possess all the advantages of silkworm gut without its sharp irritating points. I have used it for mnany years.
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